
Rev. Martin Luther King 
309 South Jackson Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Martin: 

On my return from the trip to Europe with the crew of the Golden Rule I 
learned with great satisfaction of your decision to join the Fellowship of Recon- 
~il iation.~ I know that Glenn has told you of our pleasure in having you make this 
move, but I did want to add my own personal word of greeting. 

Cordially, 
[signed] Al H 
Alfred Hassler 

AH/lnt 

Best wishes for a good Christmas to you all. 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 25. 

3. In February 1958 pacifist Albert Bigelow attempted to sail his yacht, the Golden Rule, into a 
bombing zone in the Pacific Ocean to protest the Atomic Energy Commission’s plans to resume nu- 
clear tests; he and three companions were arrested by the Coast Guard near Honolulu and jailed 
briefly. In the fall of 1958 Hassler joined a delegation on the GoZden Rule that visited several Western 
European countries and the Soviet Union to lobby for an international nuclear test ban. 

To Gardner C. Taylor 

23 December 1958 
[Montgomery, Ala. I 

King thanks Taylor for supporting him during his recovery. Taylor lived less than a 
block )om the Brooklyn home where King convalesced, and he visited King regularly.’ 
On 3 January Taylor replied that King had %onfused the balance sheet in a shameless 
and an almost unforgivable way: we are your debtors, and I fear no matter what we 
do we shall never get even.” 

Dr. Gardner C. Taylor, Minister 
Concord Baptist Church 
833 Marcy Avenue 
Brooklyn 16, New York 

23 Dec 
‘958 

1 .  Taylor, Interview by King Papers Project statf, 1 z August 1998. 551 
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27 Dec Dear Gardner: 
‘958 Ever since leaving New York I have been intending to drop you and Laura a 

note. But as usual, things accumulated so much in my absence that I have been 
playing the game of catch up ever since leaving your city. 

As you know, there is a word in Catholic theology called supererrogation which 
means in substance, more than justice requires. I can assure you that the many 
courtesies that you and Laura extended to Coretta and me during a very difficult 
period of our life constituted a work of supererrogation. I only hope that in some 
minor way we will be able to repay you some day. 

I had planned to be back in New York before now, but several important things 
here in the South have demanded my attention to the point of keeping me sta- 
tionary. I do plan to be in New York on the 1 2  th and 13th of January. I hope it 
will be possible to see you at that time, and also discuss some integration prob- 
lems. Please let me know if you will be in town. 

I hope things are going well with you in all of your activities. I am sure that you 
are as busy as ever. 

Coretta and the children are doing fine. She joins me in extending best wishes 
to you and Laura. 

Hoping for you, Laura and your lovely daughter a joyous Christmas and a new 
year packed with meaningful fulfillment.2 I am 

Sincerely yours, 
Mike 

MLKmlb 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX 22A. 

2. King refers to Taylor’s Wife and their daughter, Martha. 

From G. Ramachandran 

27 December 1958 
New Delhi, India 

In a I Z  January 1959 letter to King, HarishwarDayal of the Indian embassy in 
Washington fmwarded this letter from Ramachandran, the secretary of the Gandhi 
Smarak Nidhi (Gandhi National Memorial Fund).’ The Nidhi and the American 
Friends Service Committee co-sponsored the Kings’ 1959 visit to India. 

1 .  G. Ramachandran (igo4-igg5), born in Perumthanni, Kerala, India, graduatedfrom theVisva- 
Bharati at Santiniketan in 1925. In 1947 Ramachandran, a disciple of Gandhi, founded the Gandhi- 
gram at Madurai, a rural college based on Gandhian principles. 
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